Nucleolar coefficient and cytochemistry of human blood monocytes.
Nucleoli in peripheral blood monocytes represented mostly by micronucleoli were investigated by means of cytochemical procedures for the demonstration of RNA, proteins of silver stained nucleolus organizer region, nucleophosmin, nucleolin and fibrillarin. The values of the nucleolar coefficient (mean number of nucleoli per cell) were influenced by the procedure used for the visualization of nucleoli. The differences in the values of the nucleolar coefficient of monocytes in one and the same person using above mentioned procedures suggested that micronucleoli in blood monocytes represent heterogeneous nuclear structures and only some of them possess both RNA and characteristic nucleolar proteins. Therefore, the procedures used for the visualization of nucleoli must be always taken into consideration when the values of the nucleolar coefficient are evaluated.